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Shippers should poy otieniion fo fhe possible impoct # the
proposed amendments fo the Infernational Comention
for the Solely of Lile of Sea (S0OLAS) are adopled by the
Intesmatiomal Baritirne Ceganisation (IMO) in May 2004,

The peoposed amendments have dready been occepied
by the IMO Sub-Commiftes on Dangerous Goods, Solid
Cargons and Conbainers in itz meoaling in Soplember
2013 ond will be put foreand bo the IMO Marilime Safety
Cormmities for final appesal,

The amendments require shippers to establish and
deslang \u'vgighl ol a ladan conbairsr 1o :hippiﬁg liriges
and ferminals by weighing the packed container using
calibrated and certified equipment, or using a corified
miethod, welghing ol packages and cargo ilems in the
container and odd fhe tae weight of the coniainer for the
fvfial woascghit.

I, of course, support inffictives that enhance marfinme
and condainer safaly, Howaves, | greally doubt that the
proposed amandments will ochieve these objeclives.
Indead, Ihe nveshigation eparts of sevenal manime
accidents involving copsizing or damage 1o ships in the
past few years. which suppart the amendments, also
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welight

debate heats up

slipulated thal o large percentoge
af conbainers onboard were siowed
not in occordance wilh the showage
plans,

Furthesmore, shipping lines offen use
aargo data submitted during the
booking stage instead of the maon
accurate inal corgo dala for stowage
planning. lhodequate and Improper
lashing of containers onboard
wers mentionad, too. From ofher
souncas, lhem were comments on the
meaintenance and oparations of the
ships invobaged

Regarding the ovwerbunn of conlainers,
mcae often than not, they ae due
fo impropes Imding ared Iqshir'.-g ol
cargo in the containers. instead of
wrong of lalse declardicn ol cargo
wiaight. Lecving cut all fthese crifical
issues and focusing only on cago
waight declaration wil nat help lo
achieve the needed maritime
ard conlainer solaty,

.\ ; | alsa connot appeove
e concapt behind
the amendments.
Thae cvarwhalming
ity of shippars

have been

proparty declaring

the cargo weight. The omendments
horee ignosed this fach and reqgueshed
every shipper lo prove himsalf claan,
We cught te understand that for
evary addiional measun mngduced
there is o price log and this sort of
indiscriminaling approach is both
iffective and castly. We should take
an oppreach thal is based on risk

assassrnent, with penalfies big encugh
o deler any altemp! of wolation

We should alse be concarned
about how we can comply with the
praposad requiremants. There are
amply inadegquate acilhes capable
of weighing loden conbainers in Hong
Kong. Maomeoves, most of the ground
scales are lecated in the conlaines
depots thot closs ot Spen and wsoalby
do nol open on Sundoys, Shippers
also worry albout the charges, which
ang Borsically unmeguicied

For those conbainers camed by frucks
o Horg Kong. the gioss weaght of fhe
tuck and the kadan contaners should
have been captured by the Mainland
authorities through the ground sooles
lzcated at the boundary crossing
points, Could this dola be used? A
dalabase of the rucks and chassis
should be eoasily aovailoble as both
are liceansed by the authorities.

Thereforme, it is just o matier of whether
the conboiner welght data copfuned
at the boundary by the Mainlond
authadity i owailable and how fha SAR
authonties and the industny make use
of this dalo, as part of the regulatary
scharma,

While ihe issue of adequoacy of the
wsghing focilifies must be tackled, |
baliews mast shippears will raly mare
an welghing the individual pockoges
fo come up with the todal conbaires
mass. & main concern over hee
wiolld B wihal conshiutes a "corlilied”
preces fof establishing the woelght?
Wihat the industry does not need is
carlification by a neutral thied pariy,
a practice that is bofh imaficient and
extrernehy ecpansie,

Whiolever approach shippens decide
o adopt, we need a reasonable
Tokararoe morgem thal noeds 1o e e
coraifully,

| uge the SAR Govemmeant o consull
the trade, and particularly shippers
who have been made the prime
target group in the new regulafcny
regrma, Our commeants shoukd B fully
comayed bo IMO. Them remains o lof

e work fo do reganding enhancing
rraritirie and confainer salaky.



